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REPORT ON THE FORESTRY OF OREGON, f 


The coniferous trees of the Pacific Coast are among the most 
beautiful and valuable on earth. To give a detailed desoription of each 
variety would require an article of several pages. I will only give a 
few notes regaralng the principal varities which are of commercial value, 
There is probably no country on ne &lobe.in which a more magnificent, 
extensive a variety of forest is found-than in Oregon. It has excited 
the wonder and admiration of scientists, pleasure seekers and lumbermen 
of ee “ue, who have already learned of the great value of our magni- 
ficent forests, . 

About 55,000 square miles of timber land in Oregon, most of it 
being on the western slope of the Cascade mountains, are covered with a 
growth of timber so immense that if it was worked up into cord wood the 
ground could not give room for it. These forests would yield from 20,000 
to 200,000 feet per acre, So far as the present generation is concerned 
the supply is almost inexhaustible as there are billions upon billions of 
feet of lumber equal to the best products of any other country, ready 
whenever it is wanted, The lumbering at the present time does not exceed 
more tiian 400,000,000 feet per annum. This lumber is shipped to all 
parts of the world; across the ocean to ship yards in Europe, where it 
has been tested and reported the strongest and best material for ee 


building timber of any in the world, 
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ESTIMATE OF THE DIFFERENT SPECIES CF: MERCHANTABLE. 
TIMBER IJ} OREGON AS FOLLOWS: 


Red or Yellow Fir 255 ,000,000,000 feet. 


Spruce 10,000,000 ,000 s 
Hemlock 7,000,000,0c0 * 
Yellow Pine 20,0C00,00C ,000 " 
Sugar Pine - 8 ,000 ,C00 ,0CO ' 
Noble Fir 2,000,000,000 ‘° 
Silver Fir 1,000,000,000 .* 
Red Ced ar — 2,000,000,000 7 
White Cedar 1,000,000,000 + * - 
Tamarack 2,000,000 ,000 . 
White Fir 2,000,000 ,000 ‘ 


310 ,000 ,000 ,000 ‘ 
The smaller varities of less importance are not included in 
thiis estimate, such as a number of v arities of pines, cotton woods, 
alders, maples, ash, oak, dogwood, cherry, etc, all of which are very 


abundant and would cut billions of feet of these materials. 


Y Yellow Fir or commonly called Oregon Pine, Dougl as Spruce, 


a“ 


Douglas Pine and Douglas Fir, known botanically as Psuedotauga texifolia. 
This is the king of trees, Its magnificent and valuable lumber was ex- 
hibited at the World's Fair and Omaha Exposition, receiving gold medal and 
d iplomas, highest award given for lumber at these expositions. 3 
- The Yellow Fir is one of the grandest trees on the American con- 

tinent and one of the most important to commerce. It great abundance 

and rapid growths insure ge: eres supply and it is wanted all over the 
the world. This tree often measures from 250 to 350 feet tn height and 

_ trunks from 6 to 15 feet in diameter are of common occurrence. It is 
very valuable for sesretbiale ihe spars because of its dimensions, a 


qualities of strength, 1 ightness, absence of knots as it may be bent or 


tvisted several times in a contrary direction without breaking. ¥3 


al Tide Land Spruce (Picea stichensis). This is one of the larg- ; 


est trees, next to the Redwood of the Pacific Coast, from 200 to 260 feet 
in height and from 6 to 17 feet in diameter. The lumber of this spruce 
is becoming very valuable as finishing lumber, box lunber, paper pulp and 
excelsior.. It is odorless and tastless; easily worked and of very rapid 
growth. The locality where is grows principally is all along the North- 
west Pacific coast from Alaska as far south as Humboldt bay, California. 
It inhabits a strip pf land near the coast about 10 to 20 miles wid oS 
-~ Weeping Spruce (Picea breweriana). A rare and beautiful tree i 
recently discovered in the Siskiyou mountains of Southern Oregon and North 


ern California at high altitudes. It long, sweeping branches, erect 
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trunks, long cylindrical cones make this tree one of the finest vs 
known ornamentally but not of much commercial importance. a 

Mountain Spruce isda engelgmanii). A tall spruce growing on 
high elevations in the Cascade mountains and Blue mountains in Fastern 
Oregon; is of considerable commercial importance as it makes good lun- 
per for inside finishing, also box 1 umber. & 

Silver or Lovely Fir (Abies amabilis). This is a wonderously 
peautiful tree of the largest size. It has silvery green foliage, .large 
upright cones, reaching to a height of over 200 ficet. The wood is soft 
and white, It is valuable for many purposes but only found on Reh sie 
vations in the Cascade and Coast mountains, 3 

Noble Fir, commonly called Larch py lumbermen, (Abies Nobilis). 
This is indéed a noble tree; the most beautiful of all the fir family. 
The tree is straight as an arrow with a smooth light-colored wg bark; 
foliage silvery blue, large cones that stand upright. It can be easily 
identified from its peculiar habits. The lumber is first class; for 
inside finishing it is very valuable, It is easily worked. Wood sort 
and white, Abundant at all high elevations along the summkt of the Cas- 
cades and also the summits in the Coast Range the entire length of the 
state. As an ornamental tree it cannot be equalled, \. 

White Fir (Abies grandis). A large and very tall tree with 
dark green foliage; wood light colored and hark grayish white. A grand 
ornamental tree and until lately it has been of no commercial yelue but 


late years have brought it to a considerable cormercial importance, it 


being used for boxes and paper pulp. Q 

Mountain White Fir (Abies lowiana). This tree is very eintdap 
to the Grandis but only found on high elevations, especially in the Sis- 
kiyou rowntalien, Up to the present time it has not been put to any com- 
mercial use, a 

Sub-Alpine Fir (Abies lasiocarpa). This tree is found only 
near the snow line on all the perpetual snow summits. For instance, 

Mit. Hood, lit Jefferson and Mt. Shasta, It is of no commercial value ex 
cept as an ornamental tree, A tall slender tree, very straight with dark 
green foliage and panier purple cones. 3, 

Magnificent Fir (Abies magnifica). This resembles the Abies 
nobilis but is only found in the Siskiyou mountains and around Mt Shasta. 
The lumber of this tree is valuable and for ornamental purposes very rate 
and beautiful. 2. . . 

- Great Sugar Pine (Pinus lambertiana). This is the most beau- 
tiful pine known either in youth or old age. Young trees are symmetriaal 
and have a decidedly trim appearance, Old trees are atrikingly picture- 
esque with long branches and immense cones fins therefrom. The 
cones are sometimes from 16 to 22 inches in length and very ornamental. 
The sugar pine is the most valuable lumber tree on the Pacific coast. The 
wood is white, very soft and easily worked; does not check or warp, It. 
is highly scented and a very delicious sugar exud es from the tree, which 
the early pioneers used in their coffee. It also makes a manipheng eaten: 


or shade tree; foliage silvery green in color. This is the largest pine 
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known, oftimes heing 10 feet’ in diameter and 300 feet in height. The 
secds or nute are edible and very delicious. 3 

Mountain White Pine, sometimes called Little Sugar dines thas 
monticola) .-. This tree and wood resembles the white pifies of the Rast. 
It is found mostly at iigh altitudes of the Cascade mountains and in Fast- 
ern Oregon. Is a very tall and symmetrical tree with cones from 6 to 
12 inches in length, lumber very valuable for inside finishing.3 

Alpine White Pine (Pinus albiecaulis) . A small variety of 
white pine commonly called Alpine Nut Pine. Not used for lumber at the 
present time on account of its inaccessability, it heing found around the 
snow lines of perpetual snow covered.mountains. The Indians use the 
seeds or nuts of this pine extensively for food. 4 

Black Pine (Pins contarta). ‘his is abundant along the coast 
but of very little value as Jumber, It sometimes used for fuel. = 

Lodge Pole Pine (Pinus murryana)., A tall slender tree found 
on the east side of the Cascade mountains and very abtndant in the Blue 
mountains in Eastern Oregon, This tree is used only for fences, log 
eabiner and fuel. Hundreds of thousands of cords of wood are cut annually 
from it for fuel to supply Eastern Oregon and Idaho. 9. | 

Knoh Cone Pine (Pinus tuberculate), This tree is of very 
little importance except for fuel and ornamental purposes. It is very 
remarkable for ite habits, The cones remain on the trunk of the tree 
for an indefinite miner of years and they never odpen to let out the seed 


except some accident happens to the cone through fire, windfall or some- 
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thing of the kind. 7 

Y pacific Coast Yellow Pine (Pinus ponderosa). # 

This pine flourishes all over Oregon. . It is the famous lumber 

bree of — mountains; is cosmopolitan in character flourishing in 
all olimates and elevations but reaches it height of perfection about 4000 
feet above sea level being a rapid grower and extremely hardys Good 
ieemadenate timber in and out of Oregon. fhe sospiy of tiis timber is very 


great in Eastern Oregon. 


Willamette Foothills Pine (Pinus benthamiana). 2. 


This tree resembles the ponderosa but with mich longer foliage. 
Wood is hard and contains a great deal of restless matter, In Southern 
Oregon is is used extensively in the manufacture of pine needle fibre for 
matresses, rugs, etc., oil is extracted fron the fol4ege.b1e0. ea 

Redwood (Sequoia Semper virens). 

California claims this tree exclusively but jately about 1000 
acres ene. been found inside of the Oregon bord ers. . This is the great 
lumber tree of California, which rises to a height of from 300 to 350 
feet and sometimes has a circumference of 90 feet. The wood is dark red 
ratier light and brittle bur exceedingly durable, making it very valuable 
as a lumber tree>? 

‘+ White Cedar or Port el (Chamaecyparis lowsoniana) 

This is the highest price cedar known, The wood is a cream 

white with a satiny finish and has a spicy fragrance,The wood is strong 


and of very fine grain and very durable, It is extremely valuable for 
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inside finishing. It being moth-proof it is used extensively in the manu- 
facture ik “east, chests shelves, etc. Matches and broom handles are 

aleo manufactured from it. As a tree for landscape gardening it is the 
finest in tie world, being easily transplanted and will grow ina wide 
range of climate, anf will teach anyone to love R tree. Y- 

A laska or Yellow Cedar (Chamaecyparis nutkaensis) e<3 

Yhis cedar is found nesr Mt Hood and Mt Jefferson. It is ex- 
tremely rare aiid only found in a few spots, The wood is creamy yellow; 
very hard and strong and takes a fine polish. If is very valuable for 
fancy work of any kind. 3 

V Red Ceda (Thuya-gijantea) 

This is the largest of the cedar family its diameter being from 
6 to 22 feet and atfains a height of 200 feet, ‘It is the most durable 
wood known; easily worked and as finishing lumber it is Vighly prized for 
its durability, also its lightness, It is the most valuable for shingles. 
Found abundant ail over Oregon. w 

Post or Incense Cedar (Libocidrus—decurrens) 

This tree is very abundant in Southern Oregon but not valuable 
for lumber, it being used principally for posts. It is a heautiful 
ornamental tree. it has flattened fan-like foliage of.a light green 
color and possesses a delightful Zé en vy i 

Western Hemlock (Tusga mertensiana). 

Tiis tree wakes Line —— also recently used for paper pulp. 


Tne bark is very valuable for tannin, Analysis appears to have estab- 
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tannin than that of the hemlock of the Fastern states, It is abundant 
all along the coast and Cascade mountains. 3 
. Alpine Hemlock (Tusga pattonii). 

This is one of the most beautiful of all evergreens. Compact 
habit with long pur ple cones. It is a medicinal tree; easily trans- 
planted and very rare for landscape or park planting. It flourishes in 
any climate or any elevation from the sea level to the snow line of the- 
highest sumits,. The bark is also valuable for tannin, The wood has 
not been used for lumber on account of its inaccessability at the present 


time but the wood is of fine grain and takes a fine polish as well as be- 


ing very durable. /Y% 

Oregon Yew (Taxus brevifolea). 

This is a dense, durable wood of d ark red color; very fine and 
hard grained; will polish like glass, It is found along the streams 
all over Oregon ani is very val uable for posts and archery, also for_ 
wood turning, It is the most durable wood known, & 

Tamarack or Western Larch (Larix occidentalis). 

A grand and beattiful tree, very valuable for lumber. It is 
@ strong grained wood of a brown color. It is at home on the east. slope 
of the Cascade mountains and abundant in the Blue mountains in Eastern 


Oregon, where it is extensively lumbered for building material, inside 


finishing and railroad ties; also very valuable for fuel, 
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wietes Juniper (Juniperus occidentalis), 
This tree is very abundant in Southern and Eastern Oregon and 
Uorthern California. Some of these trees will measure from one to five 
feet in diameter and 50 feet in height. The wood is very hard and of 
fine grain, taking.a peautiful polish. It resembles the red cedar of the 
East or what is commonly called Pencil Cedar, The berrg is medicinal. 3 
“Juniper Virginiana or sokivonily known as Pencil Sodas, 
These trees are only found in small numbers in the north-eastern 
corner of the state, 2 
White Oak (Quercus garryana). 
Is a beautiful oak and is found all over western coast from the 
Columbia river to northern California. The timber is as good as the 
Eastern oak, but very little lumbered an peewee, Some of this oak is 


lumbered in Southern Oregon and shipped to San Francisco, being then re- 


turned to Oregon and sold as Eastern oak to our wagon puilders. 


Black Oak (Quercus kallogii). ee 

This is a handsome oak and is found abun antly in soutien 
Oregon. The wood is very valuable for furniture, wagons, etc. 3 

Live Oak (Quercus ohrysolepsis).3 

A small evergreen oak about two feet in diameter found in 
Southern Oregon and used in the manufacture of agricultural implenents, 
The bark is used for tannin also. 3 


Live Oak (uercus agrifolia). 


This is a large evergreen oak found in Southern Oregon and 


F 
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abundant in California, > 

Tan Bark Oak (Quercus denseflora). 

Found in Southern Oregon and Northern California, It is used 
extensively for tannin. It is considered as having the greatest tannin 


bark known, The wood is very valuable for cabinet and furniture making.~ 


Chincapin or Evergreen Chestnut (Castenopsis chrysophylla). 


A beautiful tree, the foliage being a dark green on the top 
with a golden hue on the underneath, The wood is very strong and brown 
in color, called. sometimes California walnuty very valuable for cabinet 
and wood turning purposes, The nuts are edible.-3. 

. Oregon Ash (Fraxinus Oregana). 

This asn is abundant all over KenNeen treeel. It is said by 
wagon makers to be better than the tdishoen Ash. In Southern es this 
tree is tall and beautiful. Is very valuable for furniture and inside 
finishing. The lumber is excellent for inlaid flooring, etc. 4 

ée Oregon Broad-Leaved Maple (Acer macrophyllum) . 

The wood of this tes is dense and hand some, polishing well 
with rich varieties of grain, For fancy furniture it ia very valuable 
material and as an ornamental tree is very peautiful indeed, Ia of 
rapid growth having lovely foliage and growing abundantly all over Oregon. b 

Vine Maple (Acer circinatum). 

A small tree with light grcen leaves and green hark. _In the 


fsll the foliage turns blood red, yellow and pink, For foliage it has 


126 
no emial. The wood is very strong and tough and is used for barrel 
hoops or anything that requires great ctrength.3 
Y Oreron lMyrtle (Orcodaphne eelifornica) ° 
Tris ia one of the most beautiful laurcls in cultivation. The 
leaves are a dark glonsy gprcen with a very pungent odor. This tree 
grown very large. The wood is the very finest of cabinet woods ial can 
from 
be found in America. The color if xRxK white to green and — brown 
to black, It takes a mont beautiful polish. “In this respect it has 
no equal and as an ornamental tree is very attractive with its dark green 
leaves and yellow flowers in the spring and purple brown fruit in the 
fall. It is a rare tren for any landscapee a 

Oregon Laurel or Madrona (Arbutus menziesii). 

Tne herk is of reddish brown in color, leaves large and glossy 
and wood brown and hard taking a fine polish. Excellent vor cabinet and 
fancy vork.e— 

Oregon Alder (Alnus oregana). 

Is amandant all over the coast. Excellent wood for the use 
of tabinest makers and saaxmrxswood turning. 
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Cottonwood (Populus trichorpa). raed 6 Cat fhroa 

This is abundent all elong the rivers and streams of. Oregon and 
used extensively for paper, exceleior ani the manufacture of barrels and 
boxes. It in of great size, found often as,icotk large as 10 feet in 


diameter and from 100 to 150 feet in height. > 
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Dogwood (Cornus nuttallii).. 

A grand ornamental tree with large flowers of great beauty when 
in f211 bloom. The wood is pinkish white and polishes well, being val- 
uable for fanoy cabinet work.3 » 

Willows of various species are found along the streams and rivers 
in great abundance, They are not used at present for any commercial 


purposes but will make good charcoal tc be used in the manufacture of 


gun powder, 2 
Barbarre (Rhamnus purshiana) or Cascara sagrada. 
This is abundant all over the coast, It grows to a beautiful 


tree with lovely foliage, Has black herries which are very fine, The 


bark has the greatest medicinal value of any in this country. Hundreds 
of tons of the bark of this tree are shipped to the East and all over the 
world for medicinal purposes, It is very valuable to commerce, 

Filbert or Hazel (Corylus rostrata), 

It grows everywhere; in the mountains and valleys, Sometimes 
it is found as a small tree ten inches in diameter and 40 feet high, The 
nuts are as good as the cultivated hazel and the woods are used for barrel 
hoops, eto, 2— 

Oregon Wild Cherry (Prunus mollis), 

A tall tree very ornamental with white beautiful bark of great 


medicinal value, Very abundant all along the coast, ~7 
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Crab Apple (Pirus rivyularis). 

' This tree is found all along the coast. The wood is very hard, 
tough and strong and polishes beautifully. Fine for fancy work -or wood 
turning . 

Oregon Grape (Berberris aquifoleun). 

An elegant ornamental shrub; evergreen ‘With purplish berries. 
Of great medicinal ails, 2s 

Sumac (Rhus integrifolia). 

Wood yellow, bark reddish both of which have great medicinal 
values and used for tannin. The red herries are used by the Indians to 
make oeolithe and acid drinks. 2 

Blue Elder (Sambucus glauca). 

This terry is very large, and produced in immense stitern. 

The tree is often found two feet in diameter and 30 ae in height. Both 
berries and flowers are of medicinal value. 2. 

Other small woods grown that can he used for fancy wood turning 
and cabinet works are the Mountain Mahogany, Manzanita, Birch, Evergreen 
Lilac or Ceanokhus, Spirea, Eawthorne, Service Berry, Chokecherry, Wild 
Plums, Hackherry, Wax Hyrtle, Rhododendron, Azalea, Garrya, Syringa, Wild 
Currant, Vibernum and a munber of other small] wood growths of flowering 


shrubs which are only used for ornamental purposes 
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